Agroinoculation: a simple procedure for systemic infection of plants with viruses.
Plant-virus interaction studies, for long, plagued by asynchronous/failed infections, have improved since the usage of Agrobacterium as a delivery agent for viral genomes. Popularly known as "agroinoculation," this method has revolutionized plant virology studies, leading to identification of viruses as casual agents of disease, viral genome mutagenesis and recombination analyses, and virus-induced gene silencing (VIGS) applications. We present here a brief overview of the recent applications of this method and a detailed protocol for agroinoculation and VIGS used in our laboratory.